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A Changing Landscape 

Â Since European settlement we have lost more 
than 50% of our wetland acreage. 

Â Since 1992 Region 3 has lost approximately 
80,000 acres of forest annually. 

Â projecting to 2020, we will have lost over 2 
million acres of forest and 150,000 acres of 
wetland. 

Â Developed land area is projected to increase to 
5.2 million acres from 2.9 million acres 



Ecological Impacts of  

Landscape Change 

Â Degradation remaining natural landscape components : 

É fragmentation of forests,  

É encroachment into riparian buffers,  

É air quality impacts  leading to further natural loss 

Â Loss of ecosystem services 

É carbon and nutrient cycling,  

É sediment trapping,  

É biodiversity,  

É flood mitigation, etc.  

 



ÂLoss of Services Provided  by 

Natural Systems = Increased 

Costs for Services to Dispersed 

Development 

ÂLoss of Productive Farm and 

Forest Land, tourism revenue 

ÂDecreased Sense of Community: 

ñAnywhere USAò 

ÂHuman Health; Quality of Life 

Economic and Social   

Impacts of Landscape Change 



  Region III Rivers and Streams Trend Analysis 
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Epiphanies lead to new  approaches! 
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Headline: We are discovering polluted streams faster than we can clean them! 





In Progress 

State Green Infrastructure Efforts 

Beginning 



Green Infrastructure 

ñStrategically planned and managed 

networks of natural lands, working 

landscapes and other open spaces 

that conserve ecosystem values & 

functions and  

provide associated 

benefits to  

human populations.ò 




